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There's inky blackness all around you. You look up and see there is light, but it does not reach you. 
You can breathe but you're underwater. You attempt to swim up towards the light but there is 
something keeping you in place. 
You look down and see a rope tied to your ankle. When you reach to untie the rope, something comes 
out of the darkness and bites your hand. 
The creature is ugly, unlike any sea animal you've ever seen. It is small but it's bite is powerful, and its 
teeth are sharp. 
You see blood float out of your hand. You attempt to scream but it does no good. 
No one is around. No one can hear you down here. 
You watch the bubbles of your breath float up and away from you, you long to follow them. 
The bleeding in your hand continues. You rip part of your shirt off and wrap it around the wound. 
You look around and can make out something moving in the dark. 
It's fast and moves similarly to a human. 
You attempt to swim away to no avail. 
“There's no point in trying to escape,” the creature says in a deep, raspy voice. Now that it is close to 
you, you see that it is a mermaid.  
It is hideous. It looks nothing like the mermaids in the movies. 
Its hair is long and matted. Its skin is gray and rough. It is covered in barnacles. The tail it has is gray and 
drab. Its teeth are sharp and look the same as the thing that bit your hand. 
“You trespassed in our domain, now we will get our revenge.” 
You look around and see that more of the creatures have gathered around you. 
They start to swarm, biting and clawing at you. You try to fight back, shoving them away but there are 
too many. The pain stops registering as you lose consciousness. 
 
You awaken to see that you no longer look like yourself. Your skin is gray and covered in scratches and 
bite marks. Your legs now form a tail.  
The end of your tail is still tied down.  
You can see through the darkness of the bottom of the ocean now. 
“What did you do to me?” You cry out to the mermaids surrounding you, your voice sounds hoarse to 
your own ears. 
“You broke the treaty and we have received our recompense by making you one of us,” The lead 
mermaid growls.  
You attempt to remove the rope tied around your tail. 
“There is no sense in attempting to escape now, you cannot return to land. You are one of us now, your 
only choice is to stay with us or die on your own.” 
